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Game 19g6AV Spring 1903 

U1TITED AUSTRO-RUSSIA^T ONSLAUGHT OH TURKISH CAPITAL 
ITALY AIPIKS PASSES ERAKCE RE-OCCUPIES SPAIH 

AUSTRIALTS SEI2S PO VALLEY 

The' mores! 

GSRISiAtTY (Shagr$n)t Army Picardy to Burgundy. Army Paris to Gascony. 

Army Burgundy to Munich, Army Ruhr supports army 
Burgundy to Munich, Army Denmark to Sweden, Fleet Belgium to Holland. 

RUSSIA (Zelazny)t Army Sevastopol to Armenia. Fleet Black Sea to 

Constantinople. Fleet Rumania to Black Sea. Army 
Livonia stands. Army Warsaw stands* Fleet Sweden to Gulf of'Bothnia-4 

AUSTRIA' (Munroe) : Army Bulgaria supports RUSSIA*! Fleet Black Sea to 

Constantinople. Fleet Aegean Sea supports RUSSIA!! Pleet 
Black Sea to Constantinople. Army Tyrolia supports army Trieste to 
Venice.' Army Trieste to Venice. jJL«et Adxiatic^sup^ort^ &rmv_Trieste 
lP^y$pL c $. 9 — — — — — — — — — — 

EKGIuVKD (Wells) I Fleet Holland to Kiel. Fleet London to For.th sea. Fleet 

' English Channel- stands. KLeet Brest to Kid~ Atlantic. 
Fleet Liverpool to North Atlantic. Army WaleY~t"o YorkahTre." 

ITALY (Francis ) t gleet' Spain Is^uth^coast^ toJ&£id-Atlantic Ocean. Army 

Piedmont""supports army^enTce" TIo^T^olTVT Ixmyvenice 
to tyrolia. £jrmv_Rome to_Veni.ce. JB'lee i t M< l£nian Sea io^Adriatic; Sea. 

TURKEY (Lehling)t Fleet Constantinople^ stands. Fleet Ankara supports 

fleet Const antinopleT ^xmy"""Armenia to Smyrna. 

MAl^S (Birs'an)i Array -Marseilles supports army Portugal -to Spain, Army 

Portugal to Spain. 

Underlined moves do not succeed. The Italian Fleet formerly in Spain 
must retreat to either the ;Gulf of Lyon or the the Western Mediterranean. 
,The Austrian army, formerly in tyrolia, is dislodged and must retreat 
to Bohemia j Vienna, or Trieste. The successful move of the Austrian 
army moving' from Trieste to Venice is an example of Boardmr.n*s Rule. 
There is some discussion of it elsewhere in this issue.. 

v - . As there are two ambiguous retreats a summer move is called 
for.;^The deadline for it is Wednesday,' 18 January 1967. by which time 
'the f tali an., and .the Austrian players must .submit retreat orders. All 
players may, if they wish, submit Fall mo-ves^.. conditional on the Italian 
and Austrian retreats. If all players submit- such conditional Fall 
orders* then the Fall moves will be combined with the Summer ones. But 
Fall moves are not demanded. If any player does not submit them in time 
for the above mentioned deadline, the only effect will be to delay the 
game by two weeks. 

Press releases on page 4 • The Turkish Fleet in Constantinople 
is annihilated, having nd available retreat. 



Game X966kq t j^x i9 03 

EKEHCH I1TVADE EITGL/JD ' 

TURKISY . A1ID RUSSIA DIVIDE B/J^A^S 
DEUTSCHLAKD STAKDT STILL 

The moves s 

RUSSIA. (Reinsel)s Array St, Petersburg sup-ports fleet Sweden to Finland. 

/array Livonia supports army St. Petersburg, ./army Bohemia 
to Vienna. Army Vienna to Budapest. Array Rumania supports army Vienna 
to Budapest. Fleet Sweden to .'.inland. Fleet Black Sea supports army 
Rumania. 

FRAH3E (Thompson): Fleet English Channel convoys army Belgium to London. 

Army Burgundy to Belgium, Army Belgium to London. 
Array Paris supports army Gascony to Burgundy, /army Gascony to Burgundy, 
/army Picardy supports army Burgundy to Belgium. 

GERI&AFY (Kelson): /array Hunich supports army Ruhr, /army Ruhr supports 

army Holland. Fleet Kiel supports fleet Denmark /army 
Holland stands. Fleet Denmark stands. 

AUSTRIA. (Duncan) : AJ^_Serbia io_Trieste. Army Budapest to Galicia. 

■ 5 I ^yZ' I, £ i ! s i e _" fc £ Venice , 

j&TGL.'il) (Long): Uo moves received. Fleets l r orwegia-n Sea, ITorway and 

Skagerrak stand. /a*my_Fin 1 s n d_ stand s." 

TURKEY (Greene): Army Bulgaria supports army Greece to Serbia, /army 

Greece to Serbia. Fleet Aegean to Greece. Fleet 
•Eastern Kediterranean _to_I_onian Sea, 

ITALY( Goldman): /army Albania to Serbia^ : ^rmj_l^rolia_to Venice. 

Fleet Ionian~*Sea~to A.driatic~"Sea. fleej Ha-oles_to 

< Ionia i n_Sear 

Underlined moves co not succeed. The Austrian army formerly in Serbia 
is dislodged and, having no available retreat, is removed from play. 
Likewise the English army in Finland is dislodged and, having received no 
orders, is annihilated. 

As a result of these moves the belligerent powers control the supply 
centres listed: 

RUSSIA: 4 home, Sweden, Vienna, Budapest, Rumania. 8 in all. May build 1, 
2R/JT3S: 3 home, 2 Iberian, Belgium, London. 7 in all. Hay build 1. 
TURKEY: 3 home, Bulgaria, Greece, Serbia. 6 in all. Hay build 2. 
GERi-AlTY: 3 home, Denmark, Holland. 5 in all. Mo change. 
ITALY! 3 home, Tunis. 4 in all. To change. 

EEGLAHD: Edinburgh, Liverpool, Forway. 3 in all. ITo change. 
AUSTRIA: Trieste. I^ust remove 1. 



The deadline for builds and removals ib Wednesday, 18 January 1967. As 
is usual with ¥inter moves, if they are received substantially ahead of 
deadline, publication will be advanced, thereby speeding the game. 

PKH3SS BEI^ASSS . . 

Constantinople, 16 May. ITe- of the glorious victory swept through 
Constantinople. The following is part of the message that the Duke 
of GreenetTich gave before 1,000,000 Turks, "Turkey has fulfilled my 
hopes" (cheers and cries of "Long live the Sultan") "'Turkey is no 
longer a fledgling naval power, but the. queen of the Mediterranean." 
Athens, 16 Kay. Athens was busily being plundered tonight, as the biggest 
sack in modern military history took place. 

Rome, 4 Aug. The government proclaimed today that a state of war 
exi&ts between the nation of Italy and the government of Austria. 
Sdirne. 12 Aug. Sultan Abdul Osman remarked here on the Hear Eastern 
situation: "Italy for the past month has been violating the Albano-^ 
Greek border, -therefore we have laid down a tremendous naval expansion 
program which will make Turkey unchallangable on the sea. . # Ishow 
nothing but praise for our excellent Ally, Mother Russia" (the Sultan 
refused to comment why he was not staying in Ankara or Constantinople) 
..."I also haw plans for a new "Sedate Empire" in which all Turks will 
be equal and rish^ " 

Paris, 5 Sept. A cryptic communique was handed representatives of the 
world -oress at the quai dVOrsay. It read* I'rance suspects England of 
betrayal, and although it may not be true, (in fact very unlikely), 
France is none the less greedy. 

Berlin, 10 ITov. The mood of ^ the German capital, --;nd of the nation, is 
very strange end puzzling to the foreign observer. -ITar different from 
the wild exultation of 1901 with its easy, if not quite bloodless, 
conquests of Denmark and Holland. 

Then the whole nation was united - even anti-?:er factions took pride 
if the feats of the forces, j.-ow the .-predominant feeling seems to be 
one of puzzlement as another campaigning season has passed without any 
sign of activity by the Imperial' troops. 

;Jor is the feeling of uncertainty confined to the civilian population* 
It seems, if anything, even more in evidence pmong the members of the 
forces, '.the j'leet, especially, in in an unsteady state, and in certain 
quarters one hears rumours of an incipient mutiny. Old- navy men, home 
on leave, show the strain und er which they exist* Used as garrison 
troops in ."Denmark, a sort of super-police force, • a task for Which they 
are neither trained nor particularly suited, they- have had to listen 
frequently to- the sound of gunfire in the Kattegat and. the Horth Sea, 
as ■.the-.:V:ussian and British fleets have duelled incessanlScyover the 
last two years. Uncertain of their*, role, deprived of most of their 
capital ships* "which have been used by -■the new naval units in training 
at Cuxhaven, Kiel, and Travemtinde, infected by a thousand rumours which 
the strictest censorship can't -orevent from crossing the Sound r 
separating them ■ from "Sweden, they are an unhappy lot. 

Eut such feeling; is not confined to the X'l.e.et. The Army too is infected. 
A few weeks ago, -..in-:a- -theatre in Kftnigsberg, there was a near riot 
among- troops of the local garrison, . attending a performance of lessing' s 
"Kinna" when Verner - always a popular figure amont: German troops - 
spoke his lines, " Ich habe lange genug £ f ehofft, es sollte hier wieder 
losgehen. Aber da sitzen sie und heilen sich die liaut." Such an 



incident is only a straw, of course; Mt it indicates clearly enough, 
the restlessness of the troops at their long; inactivity. Psychologists, 
and some statesmen, p. re saying that it is impossible to .keep such large 
forces ever op the alert, but without the relief which action "brings - 
that the country should either enter the v/ar, or revert to peace status. 
They are supported "by the economists, who feel that the withdrawal of 
such a large proportion of the productive labour force of the nation 
must eventually hurt the economy. But the General Staff is adamant. 
Some over-age landwehr men have, indeed, been discharged; but the armed 
forces as a whole remain on a v/ar footing, at double the peace time 
establishment - and with no v/ar to fight. 



Game 19 3 6 A Y (Continued from page l) 

PRHISS hliLuASSS. 

London, 1 Apr. The English government regrets the hostile attitude 
Germany has shown us. \7e have found it necessary to Maneuver our 
fleet around our ancestral Saxon homeland. 

Berlin, 2 Apr. England, v:e shall ttaust you for the final time. If you 
prove false, let death and despoilation be thy fate. Already the 
Russians vultures gather, but if they do not recoil we shall bury them. 
Already the military government of prince Vlad the Impaler of our 
Human! an ally has quieted the civil population of Alsace-Lorraine* and 
outlying areas such as Paris and the Ile-de-rrance. humour has it that 
he is studying Polish and "lussien in case it becomes necessary to avenge 
Russian incursions into Prussia and Silesia. "Inn 11 , as his friends call 
him, has already accepted the Blue l-'in from the hands of the Kaiser 
himself. Unfortunately even Ursala Undress could not stand to be near 
him, so he has recently been reviewing new methods o'f tearing wings 
off flies. 



Deadlines. 

Players in both games were informed of the moves carried in this issue of 
^OHDIftGFAG by carbon copy letter. A new deadline of 21 January 1967 
was there indicated. 



S0ARXMA1 TT S 3UL2 

Boar dm an* s Dilemma was discussed in this mac-' zine in issue #49 • The 
support of a fr on tally attacked force (that is, one e t tacked from the 
space into which it is attacking) is normally not cut, but continues 
to be good. The question arises, does this remain true if the force 
is actually dislodged. This question was first brought up, nearly two 
years ago, by John Hoardmr.n, in Grau stark #45. Both sides of the question 
were there fairly presented, but the question was left unresolved, 
whence my use of the word "dilemma" in describing the situation, Ho re 
recently, however, the question has again arisen in several Cra us tarlc 
games, and John has each time ruled in conformity with the literal 
wording of the rulebook. That this is his deliberate intention is 
stated, categorically in the latest issue of Grau stark , #114. I therefore 
suggest, to the fraternity at large, that we now call the question 
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the "Boardmanis Hule Situation', 1 , with 3oardmen»s 2ule itself stating 
something like, "A. unit, attached from a space into which it is 
supporting, does not have its suio-port thereby cut, even if it is 
dislodged". I recognize John Boardman* s dislike of tinkering with the 
rulebook, so that he may dislike haying his name connected with a 
"Kule". However, it seems to me that it is at least preferable to 
"Dilemma", which implies that he has not made up his" mind. That 
indecision is certainly not true today, whatever may have been the case 
two years ago, when he first mentioned, the situation. 

It will he noticed that there is a difference between 
Boardmsn's ^ule and the other two well known rules, Iioning<s and 
Brannan* s. Zoning 1 s .:~lulewas ' an attempt to resolve a contradiction in the 
rulebook, • Brennan* s 2ule an attempt to fill a void left .by the rulebook. 
They ere,-' therefore, both amendments of the rulebook, in fact as well 
as in wording. They may have been'"' Accessary - Brannan*s certainly was, 
as, with. a real omission, something Had. to be said, jone ''way or, the. other. 
Boardman 1 s Hule is not an amendment in .that-' sense. It merely makes • 
explicit something which is already, although vaguely, implied by the 
printed rules. 

3oardman ! s Biuie situation has come" up quite frequently 6f late. 
As we have mentioned, it arose several 'timo s in "Grau s tark games. Also, 
it appeared -twice in recent months in Lo.g^l y fou ntain, whose gamesmaster, 
Charles ./ells, ruled • in the sense that we are" here calling Boardman* s 
Hule. -/alker has also said that? he. would adopt that ruling (see igrewhon 
#6), and Heinsel has stated that he would do the same (see his letter 
in BTiOB #50). On the situation arising in Game 19S6A.V, in the set of 
moves published in this issue, I found to my horror that I had not declared 
how I would rule. In #49 I deliberately left the question open, in 
order to give ICr. Galhamer a chance to express his views. He did. so, 
in #50, and said that he preferred the opposite solution to Boardman* s. 
I think that my reply to his letter expressed my feeling on the issue 
clearly enough, but I did not m.?ke a definite ruling. I therefore owe 
the player for Italy in Game 19S6AV an apology. It is hereby tendered 
and, if he would care to enter any other game of Postal Diplomacy 
-whatsoever,. I :will be happy to pay his game fee, by way of ' trying 
to make amends. .However, I hope he will continue to play'his present 
position in this tame. 

-Ihis. issue, by the- -way, is one where there seems to be a decided 
divergence between the views of players and gemesraa sters. Boardman, 
Wells, v/elker,, Heinsel., and myself have all declared in the same 
sense. lller is the only ■ gamesmaster who has declared in the opposite 
sense, but some plcyers are known to be violently opposed to the 
majority gamesmaster view. See, for example, Jim Latimer's letter in 
Grau stark #114. In this respect, as in ot\ers, . it has parallels with 
the Toning* s rule situation. On that issue I find myself . 'on both sides 
of the fence: As referee, I like the rule less and less the more I look 
at it? -as player, I almost automatically assume that r.oning* s rule 
is in effect in every game I am in. 

All players 'please note, Boardman 1 a'.lule applies in B£OBDIHGIfAG # 



A BROB player, Richard A. Shagrin, Hoom 356, liaggett Hall, .University 

of Washington, Seattle.*,:. .Washington, 98105, 'announces . - 3 the 

publication of his new * zine, The High Liver , a journal- of Economic 
Diplomacy, '\7rite him for details. 



BRO HD I RGB AG Completed Game Rating List ~ : /3 



Two games have recently ended in s Ta h , necessitating a revision of 
the RROB Rating List. Game 1964D, a very long game lasting two and 
a half years, was won "by Austria with Italy coming second. This does 
something to even out the Country List, in which, those countries 
previously trailed the field* 

Game 19551; was won "by John Smythe, paying England. Our 
congratulations to him. It is, as 'most will know, his third win. As 
no one else has won more than one game, this pretty well clinches the 
widely held opinion that Smythe is the "best Diplomacy player around. 
Incidentally, this tnc.kes three wins in a row for England, following, 
as it does, immediately after John Boardman's win with that country 
in 1964C, and Alan Huff's in 1966D; this is also ' reflected in the new 
country listing. 



+18 John Smythe (¥) 

+ 9 Derek Helson ( ¥) 

+ 6 Alan Huff (¥) 
John Honing 
Bruce Pelz (\7)' 
Charles Tfeils (w) . 

+ 5 Hrsnk Clark 

John I cC a Hum ( 7/ ) 

+ 4 3ric Blake 

John Boar dm an (W) 
Rohert Lalce 
James HacICenz'ie (w) 
Dian Pelz 

+ 3 Conrad von Hetzke 

+ 2 Donald Hi Her 
Jock Root 

+ 1 Bill Christian 
Hen Davidson 
Anders Swenson r . 

0 Len Bciles 
John Da^ey 
Hark Owing s 

- 1 Jack Harness 

Siarl Thompson 

- 2 Ron Daniels 

Janes Dygert 
James Goldman 
Jim Sanders 



- 4 Hargaret Gemignani 

Dave HcDaniel 
Roland Tzudiker 

- 5 Tom Bulmer 

Stuart Heshner 

- 6 Bernie Hling 

Don Recklies 

-10 Charles Brannan 
Richard Schultz 

-12 Bred Lerner 

-15 Paul Barley 

(W) , as usual, indicates a game 
winner. This listing is "based on 
completed games 1963A, 19S3B, 
1984/,, 1954B, 1964C, 1964D, 19 d 5. 
19551, 1965L, 1935IHV and 1966D. 
Incidentally, six of the seven 
oldest games now in process are 
iri Wild <n Wooly . It is likely, 
however, that other games, in 
Barad."dur and elsewhere, will he 
finished hef ore them • 

The current country list is: 



Turkey 
Sng&and 

Bra nee 
Austria 
Germany 
Russia . 
Italy 



+19 
+13 
+ 3 

- 2 

- 7 
-10 
-16 



65.1;B' 

60.3 

52.4 

4S.4 

44.4 

42.0 

37,3 



It will "be noticed that Turkey, although it won neither of 
the new gemes, has increased its lead over the- other' powers. And Italy, 
although it came in second in one of these two ' games, has dropped still 
further hack from its position in the last listing. I believe that the 
superiority of the one and the inferiority of the other, relative to 
the remaining powers, is real. Therefore, the difference between their 
scores will increase without bound, as time goes on. So it seemed a 
good idea to introduce another scale, which shows the average 
performance of each country as a percentage, of what is possible* On 
this scale, a country which was always the first to be eliminated would 
get 0%; & country which won all its games would get 100$. On this scale 
50# is the break even points it is the score that a country gets which 
has beaten as many other countries as it has been beaten by. 

"While, of course, on this scale as on the other, there will 
be continual jo citing for position among nearly equal powers, as new 
games are added? • to the list, no score will increase, or decrease, 
indefinitely. It will, for every country, eventually settle down to 
give the-' average achievment of that country. 

Anyone . who •wants to find the percentage that Jared Johnson 
asked for some months ago, the share of the cake which a country has 
in prospect at the beginning of the game, need only divide the 
percentages here given by 5. 5 to find it. 

It should be noted that the game is considerab^jr better 
balanced, as between the various countries, than many people appear 
to think. On the evidence "so far, at least, the strongest country 
is far short of being twice as strong as the weakest. 

I em also glad to see that Austria h^s risen' up into the middle 
rank of powers, where I think it belongs. Just what its eventual 
position will be in relation to ixance and .P.ussia, say, it isstill 
too early to tell. However, " I think we can say now that it is a 
country comparable with those powers, ,vnd not the weakling that it is 
often supposed to be. 

'ilie two recently completed games, as well as the usual wear 
and tear of the last few weeks, give' rise to .'a " new Current , bating List. 
It is based on 'the completed games listed on the previous page,, as' well 
as on partial results from games in ttrogress" 1§g5B( 1911) , C(1911), D(1909), 
#(1909), G(1908), H(1909), K(1907), q(1910), 11(1909), 3(1912), T(1910), 
U(1907), V(1906), \7(1906), 1966A(l906), B(1905), C(1905), }il(l905), 11(1903), 
L(1907). As usual, numbers in brackets, refer to the latest game "year" 
used in compiling the list. 

IROHDIHGHAG Current Game bating List ~ £5 



+25 John Smythe (w) 

+24 John XLcCallum (w) 

+21 John Ironing 

+16 Charles Veils M 



+ 3 Derek Belson (\7) 
Jerry Pournelle 

+ 7 ilark 0 wings 

+ 6 Terry ICuch 

Bruce Felz (W) 



+13 Donald filler 
+11 •-•rank Clark 
+10 Banks i.':ebane 



+ 4 Eric Blake 

John Boardman (W) 
Hick Brooks 
James Goldman 
James UacKenzie (\7) 



+ 4 Bob Lake 

George Parks 
Dien Pels 
Robert V'ard 

+ 3 Harold Peck 

Charles Reinsel 



+ 2 Ken. Davidson 

Gregory Rolenear 
Anders Swenson 

+ 1 John Austin 
Don Barman 
Bill Christian 
Ho"bert Cline 
Jay I iald era an 
Wayne I-Ioheisel 
David Lebling 
Tim Puttee 
I-Iank Reinhardt 
Jock Root 
Earl Thompson 
Robert Y/helan 

0 Len Atkins 
Len Bailes 
Edwin Baker 
Jack Chelker 
John Da.vey 
Ben Mend in 
Ronald 7/ilson 

- 1 James Dygert 

aif.n Ruff (17) 

- 2 Br end a Banks 

Ron Daniels 
3km Sanders 
Dennis Smith. 



• 3 James L? timer 

John laazor 
Conrad von ketzke 

• 4 Charles Rrnnnan 

Margaret Geaigns.nl 
Alexis Gilliland 
Jack Harness 
Dave RlcDaniel 
Ron Parks 

5 Tom Bulmer 

Stuart Keshner 
Steven Patt 

. 6 Sidney Get 

Thomas Gorman 
Bernie Kling 
Don Recklies 
John Sandoval 
Bill Schxeffler 
hi Scott 

» 7 Ron Bounds 

■ 9 Barry Gold 

■ 10 Joel Sattel 

Richard Schultz 

■ 11 Jerald Jacks 

■12 Stephen Barr 
-Bred Lerner 
.Roland Tzudiker 

■15. Phil Castora 
Paul I-Iarley 



S3ALBD BAG 

JAKED XHlvSOIT, 1548 'Rochelle Drive, Chamblee, Georgia, 30005: I enjoyed 

the articles on the rules in s 48, 49, and 50 of 
BROBl)Ii:Gl r ."_G. Concerning Boardman 1 & Dilemma , going by th^ rules there 
is nothing that says that the army in Silesia in your example yyouU have 
the support it is giving cut. This seems to me not in the nature of 
rule interpretation but rather rule change, just like Zoning' s' Rule. 

In your discussion of Branuan's Rule, you failed to consent on the 
extension of it to covering the exchange of tv;o pieces by convoying one 
of them. 



- 9 - 

I have several times read of Kr. Calhatner* s refering to 
the :i sheer bulk 11 of the rules e.s thoy are nor;, which ir: one of hie major 
reasons for not wishing to add snymore, or add any exceptions to 
presen ;t rules. As far as ""bulky" rules sre concerned thoy would not 
bother me c t all as long as they are clear. Perhaps this la "because I 
an avid Avalon-Hill fan, and you undoubtedly know" what their rules 
are like. He also mentions the possibility of even more latent 
ambiguities which might arise after the rules are rewritten, if this 
were done. It would seem to me that this is not much of a possibility, 
'fherc are only so many odd situations, and I'm sure that all coulc be 
found before the rules are re-written. 

I am beginning to change my mind about what I said before; 
that we don ! t need a net; set of rules, just clarification. As you said, 
in BTiOB #50, the place for "these rules 1 ' is in the rulebook, and. not 
a gamesmaster * s fiat. I think some kind of universal agreement, at 
least is necessary for these rule clarifications. Perhaps there could 
be- some kind of a vote, which everyone would agree to. It ie, awkward 
when everyone is using different rules, and also results in some 
feelings of resentment, I would imagine, on the part of any player 
who has had a ruling made against him on a move that is legal in the 
games of another gamesmaster. Since, this discussion of the rules hr.rj 
started, I think it is go in:; to have to be settled to some degree, and 
not left suspended in the air. • 

( (+(j?or more on Poarda.'an 1 s hule, see elsewhere in thic- issue. 

Whether two units can change places by convoy has nothing 
whatever to do with Brannan' s :&ule , nothing, that is, except that they 
both deal with convoy movements. It is true that if one doesn*t use 
Brannan 1 s own phrasing for his rule, but the more usual, " }?or purposes 
of cutting sup-port , a unit is regarded as etc., etc" that come con- 
fusion could arise, if insufficient stress is given to the phrase 
that I have underlined, above. However, in reality it is possible for 
a person who uses Bran-nan' s Rule to adopt either viewpoint on the 
exchange, and similarly for anyone who doesn' t accept Brannan 1 a". ;ule. 
Brannan had, long before he published what is now kno^n as his rule, 
printed another rule expressly prohibiting the exchange- of position 
by two units, whether they used convoys or not. In the circumstances 
to call this tiling an extension of Brannan 1 s hule is a gross misuse 
of language. Whe ever it was who first called it that should "te shot 
for muddying waters which are already murky enough. 

The interchange movement will be discussed in its proper place, 
when we come to consider the whole question of What Rod V/alker calls, 
irt ffreehon #4, the Changing of the Guard. 

As to the increased "bulk" that will result from a, revised 
rulebook, there can be two opinions on the matter. There is one case 
where the only difficulty with the present rule is that it contains one 
word too many. Delete that word and you get a. clear statement of the 
intended rule 5 retain it and the whole thing becomes fuzzy. So that a 
clear rulebook would, in places, be shorter than the present one. I. suppose, 
in toto, there would be some increase in length, but probably not much. 
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hor the possibility of & revision introducing latent ambiguities 
I am less optimistic than you are* I hrve never written anything that 
didn't still have errors in the third draft. But that, to my mind, is 
no argument for not revising the book. \7e knoa thet the present rulebook 
has ambiguities of one sort or another. 9 in my list in H30B #44. like- 
wise 9 in honing* s list in slab #22. 18 in Bo- r dm an 1 s list in L : >rau sta rk 
#112, (in fairness, it should" be said that a fev/ of the latter are not 
ambiguities in the basic game, but questions of adapting that game to 
postal procedures.') Surely a revision could be made that aoulc be a lot 
better then this. hhat the result would perhaps still have t'n error or 
two lurking around is no argument at all aga inst a revision. 

hy feeling is that Calhemer r s opposition to rulebook revision 
stems not from the chance of leaving a latent e:.ror undetected, but from 
a fear that his game may be dstroyed in the process, however, it seems to 
me that the shoe may very i7ell be on the other foots that the game as 
usually played is becoming less and less his concept of the game, and 
that- the only y^a.y to stop this drift m;;y very veil be to revise the 
ruleboo?:. Look at his letter in the last issue. It is obviou-. from it 
th£ t he prefers the game to be played " *ith ; V.oning' s hule, but gamesmaaaers 
are becoming very chary of that' rule. Me v/ould also like what might be 
c filed the counter-* lioerdmcn hule, ahile nearly ^very garaesma ster . who has 
declared himself on the i sue has supported Bo^rdm-:- n 1 s xile. In these two 
cases, of course, the ga me sma sters involved have the "lav;", 'if: e literal 
wording of the rulebook, on their side. Tut the consensus is also- going 
against Crlham&r in the c~.se of - the two interfering retreats. In effect 
the gamesmasters rre saying, "On this issue you left us in the wilderness, 
without guidlines, to find our own wry. vhe way we found i:.. to annihilate 
the two retreating forces, if their retreats interfei'e with one another, 
he are going to keep to that way, whatever your feeling in the matter. " 
Less bluntly phrased, of course, but that i ■ what it comes to. On this 
issue there is no letter of the law on the games-masters 1 side* ^aat lieecle 
can be got from logical consistency supports Calhamer, if any things i..o?es 
are not quite finrl, as retreats xary ._riso from them: but retreats are 
in many aays lika -moves, therefore they should n ! t be quite fin,..l either, 
but leave a loophole for a further retreat if possible, wherefore, it 
seems to me, if Calhamer aants his own game to be played, the one that 
he "feels in his joints" to use his own phrase, as opposed, to the one "he 
has written, he will have to "eeite that re 1 g~.me« how, ■ since h.. 
neglected to do so earlier. 

Anyhow, J; red, welcome aboard. Since I first stated that I 
thought 'hie rulebook shoul-; be revised, be eh in PhOB #30, about a year 
ago,' everyone who has " ritten me. on Ishe matter, Calhanw.r excepted, has 
agreed, .end the list hx s included both "legali ts i! and "realiats" and many 
in between. 

By the- way 5 what happened to that poll you were tehing, r. s to 
the most populat countries to play. "Pith t] .e increasing number of games 
now coivrol, tec, it would b. interesting to compare that subjective list of 
-■references with the objective list of actual tchfeevment, as shov/n in 
the country list emended to the retina list. - j;-:mcc ) +) ) 
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